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LAURIE REID 
One Ear Close To the Ground/One Eye Rambling All Around 
 
Exhibition dates:  September 7-October 1, 2005 
Opening reception for the artist Thursday, September 8, 2005, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 
Stephen Wirtz Gallery announces “One Ear Close to the Ground/One Eye Rambling All Around”, an exhibition of 
new abstract gouache and watercolor works on paper by Laurie Reid. 
 
Reid opens poetic communication between the past and present in this new series by utilizing completed pieces from 
previous bodies of work as the foundations upon which the new paintings are created.  Woven into these earlier 
works are expressive and erratic roving lines, bent, segmented and rendered in bold colored gouache.  These extend 
branch-like throughout the signature water drips and faint fluid lines that characterize her past work.  In some cases 
large amorphous expanses of dense pigment forcefully obscure segments of the earlier piece and may serve as a 
point of connection for the new lines to emerge.  This intervention reveals a lesson in coexistence as past and present 
imagery mingle and tangle together in shared space. 
 
In these new works possible relationships between line and the support structure offered by the original paintings are 
explored.  While the original paintings might be considered a fundamental armature, the additions can be seen 
perhaps as melody line, or a kind of sly narrative voice that carefully and subtly adds its own two cents.  In some 
paintings the new lines dance and mingle playfully with the original.  In other instances they disrupt the original, 
wrangling without a clear solution.  In others still, the old and the new coexist but seem to simply ignore one 
another. 
 
LAURIE REID (born Minneapolis, MN) received an MFA from California College of the Arts in 1996 and a BA in 
French Literature from Reed College in 1986.  Her work has been widely exhibited in numerous gallery and 
museum exhibitions at venues such as  the Mills College Art Museum, SFMOMA, The Drawing Center, and the 
Berkeley Art Museum.  In 2000 Reid exhibited in the Whitney Biennial and in 1999 she was the recipient of a 
SECA Award from SFMOMA.  Her work is included in the collections of SFMOMA, The Museum of Modern Art, 
NY, the Whitney Museum, and the Philadelphia Museum of Art among others. 
 
Stephen Wirtz Gallery is located at 49 Geary St., 3rd Fl., San Francisco, CA  94108, (415) 433-6879. Gallery hours 
are Tuesday-Friday, 9:30-5:30, Saturday 10:30-5:30. 
 
For additional information please contact Julie Casemore, Tel.: (415) 433-6879, julie@wirtzgallery.com 


