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Stephen Wirtz Gallery presents Speechless/Rustle, an exhibition of new work by Laurie Reid.

Working in and around the slippery borders between painting, drawing, architecture and sculpture, artist Laurie Reid presents a solo
exhibition of new work at Stephen Wirtz Gallery. Revisiting a familiar motif (Softest Wall), Reid expands the imagery to quietly
blanket nearly all of the large gallery space. Rather than functioning as a simple unique image, the omnipresent motif catches and fills
our attention and guides our focus through a simultaneous experience of two types of space: that of the physical gallery and that of the

mind in the act of perceiving.

The architectural nature of the motif brings to mind what the viewer might find were he to strip away some of the gallery veneer and
peer inside the walls. Here we find layers of imagined brickwork. Reid’s structural assemblies seem to want to slide off the page,
gently wending this way and that and ultimately warping the paper, creating a low relief of gentle slopes and valleys. Rather than
proposing the illusion of space, Reid’s paintings, with a nod to sculpture, actually create space as they subtly reach into a third

dimension.

Reid’s typically restrained use of pigment as well as her use of repetition, provide for a unique viewing experience. With such spare
visual input, the mind is engaged in perceiving what is there: the delicate fluctuations of light, line, and color and gentle shifts in scale.
These painting are full, but not of visual detail. Rather they brim with space, possibility and a sense of opportunity. How to make
sense of these? Rational understanding is quickly abandoned in favor of an experience where the eyes are privileged over thought and

analysis. The eyes enjoy a momentary engagement with consciousness; each acutely aware of the others’ presence

LAURIE REID (born Minneapolis, MN) received an MFA from California College of the Arts in 1996 and a BA in French Literature
from Reed College in 1986. Her work has been widely exhibited in numerous gallery and museum exhibitions at venues such as the

Mills College Art Museum, SFMOMA, The Drawing Center, and the Berkeley Art Museum. In 2000 Reid exhibited in the Whitney

Biennial and in 1999 she was the recipient of a SECA Award from SFMOMA. Her work is included in the collections of SFMOMA,
The Museum of Modern Art, NY, the Whitney Museum, and the Philadelphia Museum of Art among others.

Stephen Wirtz Gallery is located at 49 Geary St., 3 FI., San Francisco, CA 94108, (415) 433-6879. Gallery hours are Tuesday-
Friday, 9:30-5:30, Saturday 10:30-5:30.

For additional information please contact Julie Casemore, Tel.: (415) 433-6879, julie@wirtzgallery.com
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